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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
103413|— 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Interna Li DDal application No. Intcmaumwl filing date (day/munik/year) Priority daio (day/moruhfyeaf 1 ) 
PCT/US01/I7112 26 May 2001 (26.05.2000 12 April 2001 (I2.04.200l) 


Applicant 
KLEIN, ELLIOT 


I . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the International application. 



2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any. is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will oansnut such translation to (hose Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Offcce by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or latter in some Ornces)(Article 
39(l))(see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/TB/301). 

Where a translation of the mtexnational application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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P.O. Box 1420 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
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Form PCT/lPEA/416 (July 1992) 



Authorized officer 
Myung* Sough 
Telephone No. (703) 



'03)3C»-1113 / 



Received from < +21 56657291 > at 8/25103 2:32:39 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



Aug-25-2003 02:32pm ^ 



Frora-Cozan O'Connor 



+215 665 7291 



T-630 P. 005/010 F- 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
J03413B 



International application No. 
PCT/US01/17112 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See Notifica *K>n of Transnriual of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form FCT/IPEA/4l(5) 



International filing date (day/mortih/year) 
26 May 2001 (26.05.2001) 



Priority dale (day/month/year) 
12 April 2001 (12.0*.: 



.2001) 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
IPC(7): G08B 13/14 and US q,; 340/572.3 



Applicant 
KLEIN. ELLIOT 



I. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of^f sheets, innh^fng this cover sheet. 

(3 ™* report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
vrtiich have been amended arid are Che basis fix this report and/or sheets retaining rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the AnVimiistradve tostruciians under the PCT)- 

These annexes consist of a total of3 rfbeets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following ittsns: 



I |2Sl fiasis of the report 
n □ Priority 

m [^J Nan-estabUsliment of report with regard to novelty, mvenove step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

V [X] Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents Ciwd 

Certain defects in the international application 

vin □ Certain observations on the international application 



Pate of submission of the Hpmatvi 
20 December 2002 (20. 12-200(2) 



Date of completion of this report 
04 June 2003 (04.06.2003) 



Name and mailing address of the JPEA/US 
Mail Slop PCT, Alto: IPEA/US 
Commissioner for PaienU 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-ltSO 
Facsimile No. (703)306-3230 



Authorized officer 



Hyuqg Sough 

Telephone No. (703)308-1113 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover shectXJuly 199S) 
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INTER NATIONAL PREX-IM1NARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Imcrmtiooal application No. 
PCT/US01/17M2 



I. Basis of the report 



1- With regard to the elements of ihc internaiiotial application'* 

□ 

the international application as originally filed. 
[^J the description: 

pages l^O as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



the claims; 
pages NONE 



, filed with the demand 
, riled with the letter of 

as originally filed 



pafies 2 *'*3 , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed wiih the letter of 



I 1 the drawings: 
pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



L as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 
filed with die letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages NONE __. l as originally filed 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



filed with the demand 
_, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language m which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under ibis item. 

These Blp.mp.hts were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 

I I &e language of piblication of the international application (onder Rule 48 3(b)) 

language of roe translation furnished for (be purposes of international preliminary examirjation(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andVor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
inTcrnational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence fisting* 

□ contained in the International application in printed rorm. 

B filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written foncL 
Hi furnished subsequently to this Authority m computer readable form. 

The statement that the sntjsequenily furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
Interna rional application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infbnnation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence lktina 
has been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the *» a*vr1 lyit7nn of 

□ me description, pages NONE 

□ the claims, Nos. NONE 

l~] the drawings. Sheets/fig NONE 

This report has been established os if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they havo been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, &n indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* XepUtcement sheets which ha* bfen furnished so the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
nas report as onginaUyJUed -and are not annexed ia this report since ihey do nor contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70 17) 
*Arty replacement sheet containing such amendment must be referred lo under hem 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66,2 (a) (ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 

Industrial Applicability (LA) 



Claims 1-19 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-19 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



Claims I-J9 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-19 meet Ok criteria set cut in PCT Article 33<2)-(3). because ihe prior art does mt tench or fairly suggest a system ihut 
returns lost products to ifac owner based on warranty infontiaiion filed with the miomJacturer. ■ 

Claim* 1-19 meet ibes criicria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability bemose the subject /natter claimed 
can be made or used in industry. 



Form PCT/IPEA/403 (Box V) (July 1998) 



Received from < +2156657291 > at 8/25/03 2:32:39 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] 



Aug-25-2003 02:33pm ^ From-Cozan O'Connor +215 665 7291 T-630 P-008/010 F-857 

v> C T U S O .1 , t V 1. :i 5 - O :1 ± 1 S! d$f 

5 CLAIMS 

1. A method for returning lost objects to their owners comprising providing a radio 
frequency identification (RFED) tag to the Qwner for application to the owner's object or 
supplying the object with the tag preaffixed, the tag having a unique identification code 
number electronically recorded within the tag and a visible printed request to any finder to 
10 contact a package delivery service; storing the unique identification code number and 
corresponding owner information, including owner address information and owner billing 
account information, in a computer system which is accessible over the Internet by the 
package delivery service; providing RFID tag readers at the package delivery services; upon 
return of any lost object to a package delivery service, reading the RFID tag identification 
15 code number, accessing the corresponding owner information 'over the Internet from the 
computer system, returning the object to the owner, and using the owner's billing account 
information to charge the owner for the return of the object tp the owner. 

2. Method of claim 1 wherein the printed instructions include a promise of a reward if 
the finder returns the object to the package delivery service. 
20 3. Method of claim 1 further including, automatically notifying the owner that the 

object has been found, that it is being returned to the owners address recorded in the 
computer system, and that the owner's credit card is being charged for the return delivery and 
any reward paid by the package delivery service to the finder of the lost object. 

4. Method of claim 1 wherein the tag identification read by the RFID reading device 
25 is sent by the package delivery service as a query to a remote computer system over the 

Internet and the remote computer system answers the query by providing owner identification 
information, and the package delivery service in turn uses the owner information to return the 
~~ object to the owner. 

5. A method for obtaining warranty registration of products, facilitating return of lost 
30 products, and expediting warranty service on defective products comprising providing a 

unique identifier on or within each product; providing a lost and found system comprising the 
steps of marking each product with return instructions and a reward offer to any person who 
finds said product after it has been lost; and offering to return each product to a registered 
owner in the event said product is lost and returned by said person who finds it if said owner 
35 provides data comprising owner identification and date said product was purchased at retail; 
and providing said data to a manufacturer or other warrantor in order to register said 
warranty. 
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6. Method of claim 5 wherein upon 




10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



return location by any said person who finds said product, said data is accessible at said 
return location or by a return agent, thereby facilitating identification of said owner and 
owner address, whereupon said product can be returned by said return agent. 

7. Method of claim 5 wherein said return instructions and reward offer to any person 
who finds said product after it has been lost are contained in a label which includes an RFH), 
and said unique identifier on or within each product sold by said manufacturer is 
electronically recorded in said RFID. 

8. Method of claim 5 wherein said consumer purchaser or owner identification 
information and date said product was purchased at retail are provided by said consumer 
purchaser at said point of purchase at retail. 

9. Method of claim 5 wherein said consumer purchaser or owner identification 
information and date said product was purchased at retail are provided at said point of 
purchase at retail by automatically accessing customer identification information provided to 
said retail seller in connection with said purchase and said date of purchase. 

10. Method of claim 5 wherein said owner information is maintained by an operator 
of said return service in a computer server which is accessible from client computers over the 
Internet, and when an product is returned, said product is identified by said unique identifier 
on or within said product, said server is queried with said identifier, and arrangements are 
made for return of said product to said owner and payment of a reward to said finder, 

11. Method of claim 5 wherein said owner information which comprises owner name, 
address and billing authorization is maintained by an operator of said return service in a 
computer server which is accessible from client computers over the Internet, and when an 
product is returned, it is identified by said unique identifier on or within said product, said 
server is queried with said identifier, and arrangements are made for return of said product to 
said owner, payment of a reward to said finder, and charging said amount of said reward plus 
a service fee to said owner, using said billing authorization. 

12. Method of claim 5 wherein said return instructions and a reward offer to any 
person who finds said product after it has been lost are contained in a label which includes a 
sticker transponder adapted to be affixed to a product surface, comprising a flexible circuit 
substrate having an antenna formed thereon and a transponder circuit disposed on said 
substrate and coupled to said antenna. 
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5 13. Method of claim 12 wherein said sticker transponder comprises an adhesive iayer 

coupled to a first surface of said flexible circuit substrate. 

14. Method of claim 13 wherein said sticker transponder comprises a release liner 

affixed to said adhesive layer, said release liner being selectively removable to permit said 

sticker to be affixed to said product. 

10 15. Method of claim 14 wherein said sticker transponder comprises an indicia layer 

coupled to a second surface of said flexible circuit substrate opposite fiom said first surface, 

said indicia layer comprising a space permitting indicia to be printed thereon. 

16. Method of claim 15 wherein said transponder circuit further includes a memory, 

17. Method of claim 5 wherein said product is an electronic product which has an 
15 electronic display screen and said return instructions and a reward offer are automatically 

displayed on said screen when said electronic product is powered on. 

18. Method of claim 5 wherein a product is delivered for repair to a package delivery 
or overnight courier service which has means to access to said warranty registration data 
which is stored on a remote computer storage medium by reading said unique identifier on or 

20 within said product, and wherein said service thereby determines whether said warranty is in 
force and a warranty service location to which to deliver said defective product 

19. Method of claim 5 wherein said unique identifier on or within each product sold 
by said manufacturer is electronically recorded in an RFID device embedded within a label 
on which are printed return instructions which identify a package delivery or courier service 

25 which is equipped to read said RFID device, wherein said package or courier service has 
means to access owner identification, owner address, and warranty information 
corresponding to said unique identifier, and wherein said service thereby returns lost products 
to their owners and delivers defective products to an authorized warranty service location. 
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